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Head of Languages, Marlene Jarema, the winner of The  
French Teacher Award – prof de l’année for South Australia  
– An outstanding teacher and mentor!

The citation recognises Marlene’s ability to mentor her  
students and the wide range of activities undertaken to help 
her students flourish in their second language learning journey. 
Marlene initiated the dynamic French Language Activation 
Program at Walford and also introduced the DELF program, 
unique to our school.

MAGNIFIQUE!!

Congratulations!

of the year for South Australia

Award for the 
Australian 
French Teacher



How lucky am I to have something that makes 
saying goodbye so hard? A.A. Milne

I distinctly recall the first time I walked through the 

gates of Walford.

It was well before my appointment as Principal and 

during a period of time when I was assisting the 

International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) provide 

workshop training to teachers who were introducing 

the IB curriculum in their school.

Within the first hour of this full day session, I was 

captivated by a team of teachers who were wholly 

invested in not only what they were learning, but in how 

they could use it to make their teaching more effective. 

The room was buzzing with a professional dialogue that 

was challenging, rigorous and intentionally focused on 

engaging students and improving outcomes.

During the lunch break on that same day, I spent time 

with students who were sharing their perspectives on 

their school. Their insights were astute, eloquently 

shared with quiet confidence, honesty and an obvious 

love for their school. It was then that I knew that if ever 

I had the opportunity to lead a school this is where I 

would want to be.

Fast forward twenty years, and here I am writing my 

final piece for Jewell!

A decade of leading this most magnificent school in 

this most rewarding of roles provides lots to reflect 

upon. Walford is indeed a place in which we can all 

learn and grow and I am truly grateful to have been the 

beneficiary of some of the greatest lessons that I will 

take with me where ever I go.

Culture is key!
Denied the opportunity to borrow money or purchase 

land due to her gender, Miss Lydia Adamson had no 

option but to start her school (which she later named 

Walford), in her father’s family home. The courage 

and strength of this suffragette, to push forward 

regardless of the obstacles set the foundation for what 

would become a strong and empowering culture for 

our students well into the future. A culture which is 

underpinned by the care and nurture a loving family 

home provides, a strong and pervading feature of our 

school since its founding years.

At Walford, our culture is one that encourages each 

student to develop a “can do” attitude, to give anything 

and everything a go and in doing so, to strive for her 

very best. Nothing beats seeing this play out on a 

daily basis. I vividly recall an occasion, the PTA picnic, 

where I happened to be standing next to parents new 

to the School. They were facing the stage when their 

daughter, only weeks into her first term, took to the dais 

and sang a solo in front of a crowd which exceeded 

three hundred. Both parents were moved to tears for 

reasons explained when dad leant over to reflect that 

they knew their daughter could sing, but she’d never 

wanted to take to the stage at her last school as it “just 

wasn’t what was done there”.

Shared beliefs, behaviours and values are pivotal in 

creating a culture that is inclusive and empowering 

for students. Whilst culture is not easily transferable, it 

is shaped and influenced by leaders and Walford has 

certainly taught me what matters within a school’s 

culture, a lesson I will take with me well into the future.

Some lessons linger longer 
than others!
There is no doubting the transformational power of 

a quality education. But what Walford has taught me 

consistently is that transformative impact occurs when 

students develop the agency to lead and the self-belief 

that they can achieve whatever they set their minds to.

Our teachers and our staff more broadly “deliver” 

lessons on a daily basis, but it is the unstinting belief 

they have in each student that will be remembered long 

after algebraic formulas are forgotten.

From the 
Principal
Rebecca Clarke  |  Principal

Walford Leadership
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I will never forget Sophie * When Sophie arrived at 

Walford, she had experienced more challenge and 

heartbreak than most people encounter in a lifetime. 

Leaving home to board was not going to be easy, 

and yet, it was so obvious to me that Sophie would 

not only survive in her new school, she would thrive 

in it. The academic learning would be a challenging 

step up from the local rural school she’d attended, 

but the experience of living, laughing and learning 

with fifty soon to be sisters who would become her 

lifelong friends was going to be life changing for her 

and her family. And it was. Sophie surpassed her own 

expectations, attaining leadership positions that as a shy 

newcomer she would never have thought possible. She 

knows she is capable and she is empowered to pursue 

whatever she puts her mind too. And she will.

A Walford education is about nurturing the heart as 

much as it is educating the mind and it is through these 

lessons, which truly are lifelong, that our world will be 

made better. How grateful I am to have witnessed such 

lessons at Walford.

Connectedness is critical.
Schools are complex places, especially during a global 

pandemic! Where else do you get so many different 

groups of people whose involvement is pivotal and yet, 

who as a network can be so easily siloed? Students – 

day and boarding, staff, parents, Old Scholars, past staff, 

friends and supporters, the stakeholder groups within a 

school community are numerous and varied and each 

play a critical role in the ecosystem of our school.

Our students and how we educate them and keep 

them safe remains central to all that we do at Walford. 

Yet, underpinning this operational and philosophical 

imperative is growing a community in which each 

stakeholder, whose experiences and perspectives 

will differ, can feel connected. Fostering a sense of 

belonging with a shared purpose that is aspirational for 

girls is what binds us. From staff meetings, to the PTA, 

the Council of Governors, the Old Scholars’ Associaition 

Committee and every other group, too many to 

mention, I have learnt how powerful our connections 

are, and how vital each person is in strengthening the 

fabric of our School.

It has been an honour and privilege to serve as only the 

eighth Principal in Walford’s 130 year history. As James, 

Thomas and I embrace new adventures, I remain truly 

grateful for all that I have experienced and learnt in this 

most wonderful school. Thank you all for giving me 

memories I shall treasure.

*Name has been changed. 

Our students and how we educate 

them and keep them safe remains 

central to all that we do at Walford. 
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From the Council
Peter Hastings  |  Chair, Walford Council of Governors

the privilege of a Walford education and what it means to 

be a Walford girl. This was not at all what we expected. 

The trepidation and worry lifted. Granted, schools have 

all changed in the, ahem, several decades since I had left 

school, but it was still abundantly clear that Walford was, 

as we had thought, the place for our girl.

I am pleased to report that first meeting with Rebecca 

Clarke set the tone for a wonderful seven Walford years 

for my daughter and for us as parents, a journey, which 

for me, has extended beyond my daughter leaving the 

school.

While a school is not the Principal, the Principal is 

one of the most visible representations of a school. 

The Principal is magically everywhere, present not 

only on campus and School co-curricular events, 

but representing the School at industry functions, at 

community events and liaising with many and varied 

stakeholders. It is, in all respects, an all-consuming role 

that one can’t do effectively unless one is passionate 

and loves and respects all students in her care. And it 

can’t be done if you are not a leader.

Rebecca Clarke, who leaves at the end of this 

term, exemplifies what it means to be a Principal 

apart from one thing. The word is from the latin 

principalis meaning ‘first in importance’. While from an 

organisational perspective Rebecca is clearly first, I’m 

going to hazard a guess that she does not consider 

herself first in importance, but that she considers our 

students and staff first in importance and her role to 

ensure every one of them is empowered to be their 

best.

No matter what the title, Rebecca is without doubt 

a leader. She has led Walford with passion and 

unparalleled commitment for a decade. Never one 

to shirk from a hard decision she has always acted in 

the best interests of the School. I know from personal 

experience, for example, how painful difficult decisions 

made by Rebecca during the first two years of the 

COVID pandemic were, but they were necessary and 

enabled our School to deal with the pandemic as well 

as, or better than, any other school in the state.

Her abilities are recognised well beyond the school 

gates. In 2021 she was the recipient of an ACEL 

SA Educational Leadership Medal, an award that 

Eight years ago my wife and I, and one very 
nervous 11 year old girl, walked into the lion’s 
den. I don’t know who was more anxious. 
My wife and I or our daughter. Memories 
from decades earlier of the nervous wait – 
for sins never committed or at least severely 
exaggerated by an over-zealous classroom 
teacher – ran about my brain. Was there 
anything more terrifying than this? The 
Principal’s office.

My daughter was starting her Walford adventure the 

next year in Year 6. It was, she had defiantly told us 

when we made the decision to more her from her 

primary school, child abuse. And now she was having to 

meet the Principal. Really?

In we walked, palms sweaty, steps halting. As we settled 

on the sofa, our daughter on the chair, something 

was surely wrong. Where was the severe somewhat 

malevolent presence of the disciplinarian who must 

surely be Principal? Where was the subtle threat of cane 

balanced in the corner? Where was the fear? Instead 

before us we had a kind, charming and comforting 

individual who calmly explained to us and our daughter 

Walford Leadership
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recognises high-level educational outcomes and the 

ability to inspire, influence and implement change in an 

innovative manner.

Like all good leaders, Rebecca has always looked for 

opportunities to develop Walford for the benefit of its 

current and future students. The obvious manifestation 

of this is in building works. During her tenure we have 

seen the opening of:

• the Parks Pavilion, a highly useable multi-functional 

space which has made Parks a great facility 

(remember the old block anyone?).

• the stunning Design & Technology Centre in which 

students have produced extraordinary works.

• the Ellen Benham Science Centre which allows 

Walford’s excellence in STEM to shine.

• Stage 1 of The Heart of Walford. This project has 

been a passion project of Rebecca’s, opening up 

the centre of the School to produce place for 

gathering, outdoor work and social functions. It 

also opened up vistas of beautiful Mabel Jewell 

Baker House obscured for a century.

But even more importantly in my view, Rebecca, and 

our first class teaching staff, have seized opportunities 

to improve our girls’ wellbeing and educational 

outcomes in a rapidly changing and demanding 

world. I am consistently impressed by the excellence 

and resilience of our extraordinary students which is 

testament to the environment created by our Principal. 

There is, after all, nothing more important than our 

students. Their wellbeing and education are the reason 

we exist.

Rebecca has also served with distinction as Chair of the 

South Australian Branch of the Association of Heads of 

Independent Schools (AHISA) and as a Board member 

on the Association of Independent Schools South 

Australia (AISSA). These external positions, which in 

themselves are demanding, have given Walford access 

to the very best of thought leadership in education.

Rebecca is also an Ambassador for Catherine House, 

which provides crisis care to women experiencing 

homelessness and assist them to plan for a positive 

and fulfilling future. This emphasises Rebecca’s 

commitment to service and devotion to women’s 

issues.

I am exceptionally proud of Walford. In so many 

respects it is an outstanding leader in girls’ education. 

As I have said in a previous column, we all need to 

shout loud and proud about that so that the world 

knows how excellent our school is. We welcome Dr 

Deb Netolicky in Term 1 next year. Deb will build on the 

excellent foundations created by Rebecca as we take 

Walford to the next stage of its evolution and develop 

and encourage many more generations of proud, 

capable, strong and caring women.

Rebecca heads west to MLC in Perth with our very best 

wishes. It’s the best and worst of farewells; a goodbye 

to a loved and respected leader, colleague and friend 

to all of us. Only the eighth Principal in nearly 130 

years, Rebecca is amongst elite company. She has 

served selflessly and with distinction and will always 

be welcome in our community. I know that Walford 

occupies a very special place in her heart too.

But even more importantly in my view, 

Rebecca, and our first class teaching 

staff, have seized opportunities to 

improve our girls’ wellbeing and 

educational outcomes in a rapidly 

changing and demanding world.
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The Heart  
of Walford

Walford Development

Although the Old Hall is remembered with 
affection and many warm memories of school 
days gone by, the new space is created by 
the demolition is an absolute triumph for 
Walford! At the official opening on the last 
day of term the guests were absolutely 
delighted by the new vista of the Walford 
campus captured from The Heart of Walford.

The architectural beauty of the heritage building, 

Woodlyn, known as MJ Baker House, and the majesty 

of the Moreton Bay fig tree can now be admired from 

the new perspective offered by the centre of the 

Walford campus.

Guests, including the many donors to the two Giving 

Days in support of The Heart of Walford, attended the 

opening which was held by the newly belfry. The bell 

is an important part of Walford’s history and it forms 

a centrepiece of the Heart. At the conclusion of the 

Second World War in 1945, the Headmistress, Miss  

Mabel Jewell Baker, was presented a gift of the bell  

and belfry, at a dedication event conducted by the 

Archbishop. Although we no longer ring a bell at the end 

of the school day, the bell still has a great significance 

to the students. Each Year 12 graduating student has the 

privilege of ringing the bell on her last day, symbolising 

her departure from the School as a student and the 

beginning of her new relationship as a Walford Old 

Scholar. At the opening, Principal Rebecca Clarke had the 

honour of being the first person to ring the bell in its new 

location, signifying the opening of The Heart of Walford.

The official ceremony was conducted by Ms Kathryn 

Presser AM, Member of the Council of Governors 

and representing the Chair, Peter Hastings. Kathryn 

acknowledged the undertaking by by Matthews 

Architects, and Cook Builders and the project 

management of Nancy Johnson, Walford’s Director of 

Finance and Corporate Services. The Principal, Rebecca 

Clarke, who had masterminded the project and also 

created the name for the new space, The Heart of 

Walford, gave a stirring and inspiring opening address 

when she acknowledged the donors with her  

heartfelt thanks.
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Excerpt from the Principal’s Address:

Thank you to our donors to this project. It is your 

generosity that has enabled us to be together today in 

this space that you have helped us create here in the 

heart of our School.

Our heart. One of the most vital of organs in our body.

A life giving force that gives power and sustenance to 

every part of our form. It is essentially, what keeps  

us alive.

In centuries before the heart’s muscular capacity was 

fully understood, the human heart was believed to be 

the emotional centre of the body.

It remains symbolically, a vital source of love and 

affection.

It’s why our children capture our hearts and why we 

hold them dear to ours.

It’s why we follow our hearts, have heart to heart talks, 

have our hearts set on something and occasionally, 

broken by someone.

Undoubtedly, there is an inextricable link between 

the physical function of the heart as a muscle and its 

figurative representation.

Isn’t this why our heart skips a beat when we lock eyes 

with someone special across a crowded room? And 

why we feel an ache about here when we are lonely, 

hurt, abandoned or lost.

Whether it be through its physical form or emotional 

connection, this space, Walford’s heart, will be central 

to energising and sustaining the ecosystem of our 

School.

This is a project that has been close to my heart.

The Old Hall that once stood where we are had long 

run its course, taking up much needed space that might 

otherwise be enjoyed by us all – as today testifies.

Yet, in its day, the Old Hall was a functional, purposeful, 

modern and much needed facility. It was central, lovely 

and regarded with affection; it was itself, the heart of 

the School.

Built in 1922 for Miss Baker, the School’s third 

Headmistress and owner, the Old Hall, was until March 

this year, the oldest purpose-built building on our 

current school grounds. When Miss Baker moved into 

Woodlyn House, she continued to run the School over 

in Fisher Street. However, with her intention firmly set 

on closing down the Fisher Street site and bringing 

the girls over to this campus, she needed to find 

somewhere to put them!

The Old Hall began as a classroom for prep students, 

followed soon after by multiple other year levels as the 

school expanded. In 1926, Miss Baker extended the 

hall by adding an assembly room on the eastern side. 

In subsequent years, a library and kindergarten were 

added on the southern side.

It was indeed a modest and fiscally responsible 

construction. Made of fibro, insulation and woven 

together with chicken wire, it’s really quite remarkable 

that it stood at all, let alone survived the test of time. 

And yet it did, creating lasting memories for many of 

our Old Scholars and of course, our present students 

and staff. For many of our Old Scholars the Old Hall 

may have been one of the last memory-making staples 

in their repertoire of Walford recollections.

With the Old Hall now a distant memory, the bell belfry 

stands as a poignant reminder of how our past at 

Walford has shaped and enabled our future. Donated 

by Old Scholar Molly Male in 1945, the school bell, 

which would ring at the change of lessons was located 

centrally so that it could be heard by everyone across 

the school. Today, the bell sounds on one day only 

each year, this being the day our Year 12 students leave 

school for the last time ready to embrace their future.  

Its relocation to the new Heart of Walford will enable 

the sound to echo across the whole school on the day 

our hearts beat a little louder, a little faster and burst 

with pride at all that lies ahead for the young women 

who move through these gates.

Let’s enjoy this space. It will be a place of energy, 

connection, spirit and joy; a lifegiving force that will 

enable our school to thrive. 

The beating heart of Walford.

To Peter Hastings, our Chair and the Walford Governing 

Council, thank you for honouring me with the gift of 

opening this space today.

And finally, to each of you here today who along with 

others unable to be here, who gave so generously to 

the project and who love this school so deeply, from 

my hearts to yours, I say thank you.
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Walford Senior School

Her Best Year 12

In Year 12, the academic focus will be on SACE 

completion, and attaining her best academic 

achievement.  Students will continue to build on 

their specialisation. Her subjects may involve VET 

or university options. As she prepares for her future 

beyond school, she will finalise her graduation portfolio. 

She will end her formal schooling at Walford as Her 

Best.

The elements of the Walford Future Curriculum will 

engage, extend and enrich within each of the subject 

offerings as well as through other opportunities curated 

with the Mentor. These opportunities may include:

• Industry and work 

experience

• Competitions

• Excursions

• Language and 

overseas trips

• The Duke of 

Edinburgh’s 

International Award

• Summer schools

• Biotech futures

• STEM Tour to USA

• Women in STEM

• Tournament of 

Minds

• Mock trials

• Debating

• Coaching

• Mooting

• Oliphant Science 

Awards

• Generations in Jazz

• Clubs and university 

immersion programs

Alice Speirs  |  Acting Head of Senior School

With greater choice and a wider 

subject range, students have more 

agency in their education than ever 

before. A personalised pathway 

reflects a student’s strengths and 

supports future learning goals.

We are preparing our young adults for 
a future that is constantly changing and 
evolving. A future that will need not only a 
flexible labour force with critical and creative 
thinking skills, but also a society with care for 
others at its core. 

In response to this changing future the Senior School 

Curriculum has been reinvigorated to support each of 

our learners to take a personalised pathway to achieving 

Her Best. Our senior students will work with their Mentor 

to set goals, select subjects and curate experiences that 

will develop a unique and personal profile that will be 

recorded in their graduation portfolio. 

Conceptual threads continue 
from Middle School to Senior 
School:

Her Journey Year 10

In Year 10 she will continue to explore who she is and 

what her goals are, she will work alongside her Mentor 

through this exploration journey. She will be exposed 

to a range of subject disciplines and will develop broad 

skills to support her journey through Senior School.  

She will develop a specialisation to further progress her 

talents and passions.

Her Pathway Year 11

In Year 11, students’ knowledge, skills and experiences 

will continue to be developed as part of their 

personalised pathway. The role of the Mentor will 

remain critical in supporting students to design their 

own learning future. She will embark on a specialisation 

to develop her interests. Her ongoing experiences 

and achievements will be recorded in her graduation 

portfolio.

Her Best  Senior School 
Future Curriculum
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A personalised sport science 
pathway, could include the 
following:

Year 10 Exercise and Sport Science

Sports Psychology 

Health and Physical Education

Year 11 Research Project with sport science focus

Work Experience at Sportsmed

Stage 1 Physical Education

Stage 1 Psychology

VET Cert III in Fitness 

Year 12 Stage 2 Physical Education

Stage 2 Psychology

As well as involvement in school and club sports, 

students can register for Walford’s Strength and 

Conditioning program. If selected as a sport captain, 

they will undertake sport leadership training.

The role of the Mentor
The Mentor role will be increasingly important in the 

Future Curriculum where they will deliver elements of 

the pastoral care program as well as the Thinking Skills 

curriculum. They will support each student to set their 

goals and determine the suite of credentials needed to 

build a unique profile for that student, both inside and 

outside the School. They will work alongside the student 

to determine what their graduation portfolio will consist 

of, and the pathway to achieving that. The Mentor will 

work side by side with the students to help them achieve 

their best.

New Subjects
As well as new SACE offerings, including Psychology, 

Spanish and Media Studies. An exciting range of term-

long electives are on offer for our senior students, 

timetabled for our Year 10 cohort.

Exercise and Sport Science - Explore how the body 

responds to exercise and recognise how to improve 

one’s health, prevent injury and enhance physical 

performance.

Fashion for the Runway - Learn fashion skills of pattern 

making,  prototyping and sewing.  Explore ethical 

considerations for clothing manufacturing and fast 

fashion trends . Create a garment.

Miscarriages of Justice - A miscarriage of justice occurs 

when an innocent person is found guilty of an offence, 

and is wrongfully convicted and, in serious cases, 

wrongfully imprisoned.

Plate it up! - Plan and prepare a nutritious 3-course meal 

that is ecologically sustainable and financially viable . 

Learn basic skills of budgeting, ethical food sourcing and 

consumerism. 

Sports Psychology - Explore the psychological factors 

associated with participation and performance in sport. 

Experience and discover the factors used to enhance an 

individual’s athletic performance. Acquisition of skills will 

be delivered in both a theory and practical-based context.

Whodunnit – an introduction to forensics and 

criminology - Solve a murder mystery through applying 

mathematical modelling techniques to data sources to 

determine (predict?) the time of death. Laboratory work 

will also be involved to conduct experiments for exploring 

and discovering how different objects cool down.

The Walford School education is changing for the better 

and for a different world. Gone are the days where you 

had to fit the education. Now the education fits you!!
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Research in 
the classroom

Walford Life

To teach is to engage in continuous learning.

It would be hypocritical to ask our students to 
learn when we are not doing so ourselves.

This belief has motivated my professional development 

activities. For the past two years I have been a Fellow of 

the International Coalition of Girls’ Schools Global Action 

Research Collaborative (GARC). The focus of the 2022 

Fellowship was on problem-solving, investigating how 

classroom teachers can undertake action research to 

make a meaningful shift in their students’ outcomes.

Like any researcher, I started with curiosity. I was 

interested in how to improve essay writing in my English 

classroom, particularly how to teach students to craft 

a meaningful thesis, or argument, that responds to an 

essay question. After considerable research, I crafted 

an intervention that engaged my students in a cognitive 

reframe to see essay writing as a problem-solving 

endeavour. The focus of our work was on thinking and 

reasoning to find a solution to the essay question, or, as 

we thought of it, the problem. To support this, I used and 

designed thinking routines influenced by Harvard Project 

Zero (2016) and shifted our assessment focus from the 

final product to the thinking, planning and development 

that led to the completed essay.

A key finding from my data was that using routines to 

guide the thinking behind an essay improves student 

achievement. This positive outcome on academic 

achievement went hand in hand with a significant increase 

in learners’ confidence. Teachers aim to equip students 

with the skills and resources to thrive independently, and 

it was a pleasure to have past participants report that they 

continue to use these routines.

In June 2022, as part of the GARC program, I was invited 

to attend the Global Forum on Girls’ Education III® in 

Boston, USA to present my findings. Travelling to this 

international conference has been a highlight of my 

teaching career. It was inspiring to meet like-minded 

educators from the USA, Barbados, Canada, the United 

Kingdom, and Spain, to name just a few. We came 

together to share the experience of teaching girls and 

discuss how to support and empower the young women 

in our care to be the change agents of tomorrow.

I was impressed by the keynote address of Shabana Basij-

Rasikh, Founder of School of Leadership Afghanistan 

(SOLA). Shabana shared how SOLA, the only all-girls’ 

boarding school in Afghanistan, has found asylum in 

Rwanda since the Taliban seized power in 2021. This story 

of resilience made me reflect how fortunate we are in 

Australia to take girls’ education—a basic human right—

for granted. I know that our Walford community would 

resonate with Shabana’s message that we cannot have 

peace without the education of girls.

The importance of women’s voices and the power 

of girls’ education was also stressed by the speaker, 

Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Laureate and Liberian 

peace activist. Leymah led the non-violent women’s 

movement that played a key role in bringing peace to 

Liberia’s fourteen-year civil war in 2003. She spoke 

about teaching girls that they have the power to speak 

up and make change when they see issues in their 

community and the world. Leymah stressed that it is the 

role of schools, particularly girls’ schools, to encourage 

advocacy and to ensure we are delivering forward-

thinking education in an increasingly complex world.

Teaching and learning at Walford embodies these values.

It was a privilege to present my research to this 

international community and to share how we are 

continually developing learning at Walford. My own 

learning has inspired me to help Walford girls see the 

power of their words and have the confidence to speak 

up with truth and moral courage.

Sheridan Cox  |  Head of Prince Rayner House, English and History Teacher

The focus of our work was on  

thinking and reasoning to find a 

solution to the essay question, or,  

as we thought of it, the problem. 
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Walford Life

This year, the Tournament of Minds  
co-curricular program returned to face- 
to-face competition. Walford’s Language  
and Literature and Social Sciences teams 
were awarded Honours at state level and  
the Secondary STEM team placed first in 
South Australia and travelled to Canberra  
in the October holidays to compete and  
win the TOM International Final!

Tournament of Minds involves students working on  

a long-term problem in a chosen discipline as well 

as undertaking an unseen spontaneous challenge on 

the day of competition. It is a co-curricular activity 

that calls for critical and creative thinking, clear 

communication, teamwork, and performance skills. 

This year’s state competition required the Language and 

Literature students to explore the perspective of anti-

heroes and tell their side of the story in a creative way. 

The Social Sciences teams were required to find a circle 

that had important social and cultural significance. The 

STEM girls were challenged to create a viewing platform 

for a 300 gram gold nugget that could move at two 

speeds for ten seconds. They had to create an animation 

explaining their design and the maths behind it.

“After winning the state competition we had to 

practise with the new format of only having three 

hours to prepare at the International Final. Despite the 

challenge, we came together as a team to achieve 

our best. Our facilitators, Ms Sheridan Cox and Ms 

Maria Caruso, as well as our student facilitator Mia 

Worth, were instrumental in assisting us to prepare 

for this competition. Research was a major part of 

our preparation. We had to practise building different 

machines we could use whilst constructing our model 

using the basic resources we would be provided with. 

This helped us unlock our potential in the ACT.”

“The STEM challenge at the International Final 

was to create a 2m long track for a vehicle to run 

that incorporated three different simple machines. 

We were required to develop a creative storyline 

presented through an animation where the track was 

needed to reach a scientific discovery and explain 

the maths and engineering principles in a ten-minute 

performance. We were locked down for three hours to 

solve this without teacher assistance. We also had to 

solve a short spontaneous problem during this time.”

“There were many highlights throughout TOM this 

year, especially attending the International Final in 

Canberra. The exciting activities and fun challenges 

we completed forged friendships within our team and 

with students from other schools. From the opening 

ceremony at the Great Hall in Parliament House to the 

disco and ice cream to celebrate the competition, the 

TOM International Final was an amazing experience 

that extended and challenging our learning, creating 

memories we will never forget.”

2022 Winners of the STEM category at the TOM 

International Final: Olivia Giotis (Year 9), Zara 

Hutchinson (Year 9), Laela Kimber-Mair (Year 9), Eliza 

Rayner (Year 9) and Cristina Parletto (Year 8).

Walford 
on top of  
the world
Tournament  
of Minds
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Held at the Marion Cultural Centre, this year 
Walford’s Cabaret returned to a true cabaret 
style of tables and chairs, cheese platters and, 
of course, great vocal entertainment. The 
program boasted a range of genres of pop, 
jazz and musical theatre, with girls from Chica 
Vocé, ChanterElle and the Year 12 choristers.

Highlights of the evening included Kristyn Puntureri’s 

beautiful rendition of ‘Fire’ for her SACE Stage 2 solo 

performance assessment, Jade Elsdon and Dinih 

Huang’s duet ‘The Last Time’, as well as ‘The Scientist’ 

by the Year 12 choristers. Annabelle Fleming and 

Hazel Osborne stole the show with Queen’s classic 

‘Somebody To Love’. Experienced Adelaide pianist and 

accompanist for Chica Vocé, Jamie Cock, treated the 

crowd with choral arrangements for ‘Stop’ and ‘For 

Once In My Life’.

Mrs Trish Hart and Mrs Michelle McGill prepared 

the girls over ten weeks of choir and choreography 

rehearsals to provide, together with the band, a 

fabulous night of entertainment.

“Singing at Walford has given me the opportunity to 

improve my vocal skills both individually and in an 

ensemble. I have enjoyed singing a range of repertoire 

over the years, allowing me to develop my technique 

in different genres. I am grateful to have had the 

opportunity to work with Ross Irwin in jazz music, 

particularly in the realm of scatting. ChanterElle has 

challenged and inspired me, causing me to grow both 

as a singer and a person. 

“When I sing, I can embody a style or a character and 

convey a particular message to the audience. Singing 

allows me to express my emotions and become a 

different person. The best part of singing in an event 

like Cabaret is that it allows students to express 

themselves in an environment external to school and 

for families and friends to appreciate the musical talents 

of students that would otherwise go unnoticed.”

Come to the Cabaret
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Walford Junior School

At the Walford Junior School, our Learning Journeys are 

a highlight of the school calendar. Students in Reception 

to Year 4 guided their parents through their learning by 

reflecting on a variety of work samples that demonstrate 

their knowledge and understanding, while also highlighting 

areas for improvement.

The Learning Journey is a formal reporting session that is 

led by students and supported by their teachers. Students 

enjoyed using their Learning Journey passport which helped 

guide them through their sessions. There were lots of smiles 

visiting the classroom and wonderful student agency being 

demonstrated in their sharing. The active participation in the 

specialist areas of French, Music and PE is always wonderful 

to see. The Art Show runs in the same night, so the students 

and families were able to admire and celebrate their art 

learning in an exhibition format as they move around the 

school. 

Learning Journeys strengthen the home-school partnership 

and allows children to see their parents and teacher working 

together with them. The student provide knowledge and 

understanding to clarify what they have learnt. The Learning 

Journeys develop student agency, self-management 

and communication skills along with independence. It 

is an opportunity for students, parents and teachers to 

acknowledge student progress and achievement. They are 

a valuable avenue for involving parents and students in 

the learning process and helping parents understand the 

teaching, learning, assessment and reporting process. 

The Learning Journeys are a wonderful school community 

celebration of student learning and achievement.

Junior School Writer’s 
Learning Journeys
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Year 5  
Exhibition

Transdisciplinary links were also developed through 

our specialist teaching areas. The Central Idea allowed 

for strong links in all teaching areas. A variety of French 

conflicts were discussed including the French Revolution 

and the Rainbow Warrior conflict. In PE, the students 

developed their own games and rules, showing conflict 

and resolution in sport. In Art, the Year 5 classes were able 

to create a piece of artwork that linked with their personal 

inquiry and shared a message with their audience. In 

Music, the students inquired into music and songs 

that promoted peace and harmony. They wrote and 

performed their own songs of peace. They studied the 

lyrics and message of a variety of historically significant 

music. At the parent celebration the girls performed a 

beautiful rendition of ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon.

Mentors from the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools were 

assigned to each group and played a vital role in the PYP 

Exhibition journey. We thank them all for taking the time 

to work with the girls and guide them along the way.

The Exhibition has been a significant highlight for our 

Year 5 students and a celebration of their cooperation, 

hard work and learning.

Annabel Howard  |  PYP Coordinator

The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) nurtures and 

develops our young girls into empathetic, engaged 

participants in a lifelong journey of learning. The PYP 

offers an inquiry-based, transdisciplinary curriculum 

framework that builds conceptual understanding. The 

Year 5 Exhibition, which is the culmination of the PYP 

Programme was celebrated with the whole school 

community on Wednesday 28 September.

The Exhibition Central Idea was “Maintaining peace 

and the resolution of conflict can help humans live 

in harmony”. This provided the Year 5 students with 

a wide scope for learning opportunities under the 

Transdisciplinary Theme of “Sharing the Planet”.

A new initiative was to focus on the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals. The main aim of the goals is for peace 

and prosperity for people and the planet now and into the 

future. These were a wonderful springboard for the Year 

5 students and their learning. They followed the Inquiry 

Cycle to delve deeply into an area of interest connected 

to the Central Idea. Their inquiry skills were enhanced as 

they formulated questions, planned, collected, recorded, 

organised, interpreted and presented their information.

Besides direct teaching from class teachers, a range of 

guest speakers visited Walford who spoke to the students 

about their area of expertise. These talks all related to 

the concept of conflict and ranged from learning about 

endangered animals in Africa, the goal of reaching net 

zero carbon emissions and the how conflict is resolved in 

the legal system.

Each Exhibition group inquired into a different element 

of conflict, developing their own Central Ideas and Lines 

of Inquiry. Groups discovered how the resolution of this 

conflict enables humans to live in harmony. The girls 

shared their learning and understanding with detail and 

confidence, they should be very proud of their efforts and 

commitment.

This year the students’ presentations were shared in many 

different formats, which allowed greater flexibility when 

sharing their inquiry. Each student produced a high-

quality infographic that showcased their learning journey 

and summarised their research. The creation of virtual 

worlds and using the VR goggles proved very popular 

with the visitors to our Exhibition.
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Learning 
and play in 
the Junior 
School

The Junior School prides itself on offering a 
range of co-curricular opportunities across 
academic and interest areas. Gym Club, 
Sport and Music are traditionally popular 
co-curricular choices for Junior School girls, 
with a wide array of teams and ensembles 
that encourage working as part of a team 
or group, as an extension to timetabled 
curriculum areas during the school day. 
Junior School co-curricular offerings also 
include Robotics, Culture Club, Science  
Club and Chess.

Junior School co-curricular is flexible and innovative, in 

response to the strengths and agency of teaching staff.

This year, additions to the co-curricular choices in our 

Junior School community have included our Gardening 

Club, coordinated by Year 3 teacher Mr Charlie Zammit, 

Chinese Mandarin classes facilitated by Jiale Zhongwen 

and ABC College and our Junior School Walking School 

Bus initiative, supervised by Head of Junior School Kate 

Barber and Junior School staff.

Gardening Club activities have included investigating 

aspects of gardening, propagating seedlings, and 

planting in areas of the Junior School. This co-curricular 

opportunity has been a popular option for Year 2 and 3 

girls who have thrived on the opportunity of an early start 

and getting their hands dirty amongst the Junior School 

garden beds! Many girls are now showing a developing 

and ongoing passion and interest in this area.

The Junior School Walking School Bus initiative has 

involved Junior School girls and their families meeting 

each Friday morning at 8am, to walk to school from 

Heywood Park. This has provided another 8am drop 

off option for busy families and the walk to school 

has promoted healthy habits and a chance to have 

conversations amongst friends on the way to school. 

Beginning with just three families, this initiative has 

grown rapidly over the past term and is becoming a 

regular Friday highlight in the Hyde Park area.

Co-curricular activities are thoroughly enjoyed by the 

girls who are able to continue to learn and have lots of 

fun at the end of the school day.

Kate Barber  |  Head of Junior School

Walford Junior School

Head of Junior School, Kate Barber, leads the Walking 
Bus to Walford, as part of the start to girls’ school day.
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Gardening Club 

activities have 

included investigating 

aspects of gardening, 

propagating seedlings, 

and planting in areas 

of the Junior School. 

Chinese Mandarin class

19



What is the Gardening Club?

The Gardening Club in the Walford Junior School is 

run every Wednesday morning at 8am with students 

from Years 2-4. It involves a range of different activities, 

including sowing seeds and measuring them, planting 

seedlings in the garden beds in the Senior School, and 

learning about seasonal growing. In Term 4 we planted 

our own seedlings into some new garden beds in the 

Junior School!

Head of Junior School, Ms Kate Barber, has been 

instrumental in helping me get the program running 

and it is something I hope to continue to grow across 

different year levels and campuses. I hope to be able to 

establish a program where the girls can learn about the 

importance of composting, plant and harvest fruit trees 

as well as create a school market stall where girls can 

learn about how to run a small-scale business to fund 

the program.

What inspired your love of gardening?

I’ve had a passion for gardening since I was in primary 

school when my parents took us to a nursery and let 

us choose a plant. We chose strawberries and turned 

it into a competition to see who could grow the most. 

When I moved out of home, I was excited to grow 

my own flowers, veggies and herbs. I grow a range of 

different fruits, herbs and vegetables and am excited  

to be able to share my passion with students and staff 

at school.

How does the Gardening Club benefit 
our girls?

Getting into the garden is a great way to disconnect 

from electronics and enjoy being outside. Gardening is 

also a great way to educate young people on where our 

food comes from and how it’s grown. The Gardening 

Club strives to channel the girls’ passion and excitement 

into a hands-on experience where they can plant their 

own crops and harvest delicious produce.

Little green 
fingers

Walford Junior School

Year 3 Teacher and green thumb Charlie Zammit downed tools 
to tell us about the Gardening Club he has started at Walford.
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3057.6km ridden, 70 hours trained, 45 girls 
and three races equals one very successful 
Walford Pedal Prix season. This year saw 
a large number of girls from Years 6-12 
compete in the program, with riders ranging 
from Years 6-9 and Year 10, 11 and 12 girls 
taking on leadership roles as coaches.

The Walford Pedal Prix program caters for all levels 

of ability with girls completing weekend trainings at 

Victoria Park. We had three trike teams compete in all 

three races. In the 6-hour event, WR1 secured a win, 

taking the lead by half a lap at the close of the race. 

WR2 and WR3 were also highly competitive and the end 

of the 6 hours signalled a fantastic season ahead.

The 8-hour race at The Bend Motorsport Park, a newly 

built course of 3.4km with multiple uphills and turns, 

proved challenging for our girls. Nevertheless, the 

teams performed strongly, with WR1 showing fantastic 

spirit to secure a win in the last hour, despite being 1-2 

laps behind other teams for the majority of the race.

The culminating event, the 24-Hour race at Murray 

Bridge, saw the last racing opportunity for all three 

trikes. With the majority of the cohort having never 

raced at this location (and for this long!) the girls were 

both excited and apprehensive. Hours of persistent 

racing during the day and all through the night led to 

a fantastic finish. WR3 encountered technical issues 

and were unable to finish the race; however, all girls 

Walford Pedal 
Prix 2022

became a fantastic cheer squad and supported the 

other trikes. WR2 had its best performance yet, finishing 

in third place with our WR1 trike taking out the trifecta 

with a third win and leading by 42 laps.

A very special mention must go to Scarlett Brammy in 

Year 9 who achieved the fastest lap not only in her trike, 

but in the entire female category for all three races. She 

reached speeds upwards of 45km/hr and managed to 

complete lap times that made her competitive amongst 

senior and university teams.

This year, Walford Pedal Prix was awarded the Tim 

Bellotti Award ‘Fast and Fair’, recognising not only our 

speed and success, but our genuine display of team 

spirit. Pedal Prix offers a great opportunity for girls to 

bond with students from different year levels and build 

skills in risk-taking, fitness and perseverance.

It is due to our amazing sponsors and the parent 

helpers, that made this season so successful. Our Head 

of Bike Maintenance, Mick Burford, put hours of work 

into servicing the bikes and ensuring equipment was at 

the highest standard for our riders.

I am immensely proud of our girls and what they have 

achieved. The success of this season is not only visible 

in our results, but in the exemplary sportsmanship, 

community spirit and dedication displayed by this 

outstanding group of girls.

Sophie Davies  |  Pedal Prix Coordinator

Walford Life
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Walford Life

KickStart for Kids 
against Period Poverty
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Mary 
Magdalene 
Centre

In Term 3, Prince Rayner senior students served at 

Mary Magdalene Centre where we prepared meals 

for South Australians experiencing homelessness or 

marginalisation. Girls from Years 10-12 were involved 

in preparing a three-course meal of soup, pasta, 

and custard. Students who helped on the evening 

included Scarlett Papps-Burford, Abbey Olafsen, Macy 

Brougham, Jacqueline Gilbert, Lucy Threadgold, Emily 

Giotis, Sienna Moreau, Charlotte Newman and Aerin 

Westwood.

It was an insightful and valuable experience being able 

to interact with marginalised members of our Adelaide 

community and hear their stories firsthand. It allowed 

us to develop a greater understanding of how services 

like the Mary Magdalene Centre serve our community 

in such a vital and powerful way.

KickStart for Kids is a non-for-
profit organisation designed to help 
disadvantaged school children in South 
Australia achieve positive educational 
outcomes. Founder Ian Steele uses various 
activities such as school breakfast and 
lunch programs, mentoring and camps to 
help children increase their self-esteem.

This year, we’ve loved partnering with KickStart and 

specifically their campaign to end period poverty 

(because it’s “bloody time”!). Girls have been bringing 

in packs of sanitary products and we’ve been 

collecting them throughout Term 3. We’ve enjoyed 

seeing the donation boxes grow over the past term 

and cannot wait to see how many more we can fill.

To create the most impact, all girls from Years 6-12 

are involved in the fundraising process. As a School 

community we have come together to raise money 

through a BBQ and the funds from this event bought 

TABOO sanitary products that we added to our 

donation to KickStart. Additionally, we have had a 

large percentage of our students and staff donating 

sanitary products for the KickStart for Kids Against 

Period Poverty Campaign. We also have Walford girls 

helping with holiday camps which are another way 

our students can give back by volunteering to help 

children in need.

We love being involved to see the immediate and 

vital change the KickStart program brings to children. 

Coming from a place of privilege, it is so important 

that we give of our time to others. We believe all 

children deserve the opportunity to attend school 

and have breakfast and that all girls should have 

access to the sanitary products they need for their 

period. Without these products, girls may have to 

miss school which is detrimental to their education.

We have learnt that period poverty is a much larger 

issue than we initially thought. It is something that 

affects so many girls in South Australia alone and 

due to being a taboo topic, there is not enough 

action taken to end period poverty. We have also 

learnt the power of community by seeing Walford 

come together to give to this important cause. The 

difference that can be made by a donation, large and 

small, is inspiring.

Lara Tamke  |  Captain

Charlotte Newman  |  Year 11 student

Ava Morrow  |  Vice Captain

Scarlett Papps-Burford  |  Year 11 student
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Walford Farewell

Thank you for your outstanding leadership and dedication as 
Principal of Walford Anglican School for Girls. October 2012-2022.

Farewell Rebecca Clarke
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Special Visitors’ Day
On a rather drizzly Wednesday we welcomed just 

over one hundred grandparents and special friends 

to join their little ones in the Early Learning Centre for 

Grandparents’ Morning.

It is so wonderful that this much-loved event has 

returned to our calendar. The children are so excited to 

have their special visitors come to their ELC to spend 

time with them and our guests adore it all too. Evidence 

of this was the grandparents who travelled all the way 

from farms on the West Coast and even Melbourne to 

join in the fun!

The three year old boys and girls in Adamson and the 

four year olds in Dowie welcomed their guests in the 

ELC grounds, while the Mid-Year Reception girls quickly 

adapted their room to host their visitors inside due to 

rain. Despite the dreary weather, our guests thoroughly 

enjoyed watching the children’s presentation of songs 

and then delighted in joining them for a surprise dance 

together. Afterwards the children proudly showed their 

guests around their classrooms and had a wonderful 

time completing crafts and playing games together.

It is so lovely to see the grandparents’ faces full of pride 

and love as they watch their grandchildren and likewise, 

to observe the obvious joy and deep connection the 

children and grandparents share.

The ELC Birthday Party
There will be more celebrations in our Early Learning 

Centre later this month when we celebrate our tenth 

birthday! It has been a wonderful decade spent with 

our children and joy to watch the girls move through 

to Reception in the Junior School and then onto Year 

12. Past students and families will join our current ELC 

community at a party with a Christmas Market and of 

course, a very special visitor in a red suit and white 

beard will also call by with a sack of Christmas surprises 

for the children.

Ms Charmaine Brooks  |  Director of Early Learning

Early Learning Centre

Walford Life
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Ellie Pontifex, Year 11

In the July holidays, I travelled to the UK to participate in 

a course run by Oxbridge Program for which I was lucky 

enough to receive an academic scholarship. I participated 

in a two-week course at Cambridge University, known 

as the Cambridge Tradition, or CamTrad. I stayed at 

Jesus College, a beautiful campus that was originally a 

monastery, tracing its history to 1496. 

I studied Behavioural Economics, an emerging academic 

field that intersects Psychology and Economics to study 

the trends of consumers. My teacher was an amazingly 

intelligent woman named Poorvi, who is currently 

completing her PhD at the London School of Economics. 

In just the two weeks I spent there I learnt so much from 

her and it has sparked my curiosity in this field.

It was interesting experiencing a class structure that 

more closely resembled university and being exposed 

to the culture and history of Cambridge allowed me 

to gain a greater appreciation for it. An incredibly 

memorable aspect was waking up every morning 

and casually passing by a 400-year-old burial site of 

nuns. By far the most extraordinary aspect was the 

friendships I made. In just the two weeks I spent there, 

I met some wonderful people from all over the world, 

including the US, Canada, South Africa, Cyprus and 

Brazil. I have maintained contact and hope to see them 

at the end of this year when I travel to Montreal. 

I could not recommend this experience enough as I 

believe it is an excellent way to broaden your horizons 

and my advice for those participating would be to live in 

the moment - it passes by so quickly when you are there!

Bernadette Rawson, Year 12

For the Oxford Tradition summer course in July I was at 

Pembroke College for four weeks. Pembroke College 

is directly across from Christ Church college and was 

founded in 1624. My Major was Environmental Science. 

We studied past, present and future environments. The 

class focused on the time periods evolution, including 

the snowball earth and hot house periods. For present 

environments we studied bios, how they interact 

globally and weather patterns. The future environment 

subject was focused on waste and pollution, as well as 

discussions on how to reduce pollution. The course 

ended with a debate on a chosen topic, which the class 

presented to other students.

My Minor was Creative Writing. In this class we were 

given a prompt every fifteen minutes and were able to 

write a poem or prose, which we then discussed and 

shared. This class was more focused on discussion; we 

often found poets or poems ourselves, discussed the 

authors and themes of the poem, then wrote our own 

based on prompts and critiqued each other’s work.

By living and studying with students from around the 

world, I was able to learn more about their cultures 

and our similarities and differences. It was interesting 

to learn how much cultural upbringing can shape a 

person’s character and I found that learning about 

another person’s international perspectives helps you 

understand more about yourself.

Although known as the City of Spires, I came to 

know Oxford as the City of Stories. I got to touch 

the lamp post and door that inspired C. S. Lewis’s 

Narnia, I took a long walk to see J.R.R. Tolkien’s grave, 

I witnessed a light show dedicated to Lewis Carroll’s 

Alice in Wonderland and watched a performance of 

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

For anyone wondering about an international educational 

trip, I strongly encourage you to attend the Oxford 

Tradition. It has given me lifelong friends from across the 

globe and was one of the best experiences of my life.

Oxbridge academic 
experience

Walford Life
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Junior School  
Book Week

The much-loved Book Week Parade launched a full week of 

celebrations highlighting a love of reading in the Early Learning 

Centre and the Junior School at Walford. A series of literary 

events, including visits by authors and writing workshops 

continued during the week of book-related activities.
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After deferring the event for two years the 

Parent-Teacher Association was delighted to 

host the Fathers’ Day Breakfast once again for 

all the Walford dads and grandfathers. The 

gymnasium was packed with happy daughters 

who shared a breakfast with their special guests 

to the tunes of Big Band 1. The President of the 

Parent-Teacher Association, Rebecca Maund, 

welcomed guests and wished everyone a very 

happy Father’s Day.

Earlier in the year, the PTA also hosted a similar 

event for Walford mothers, grandmothers and 

daughters. The raffles and guessing games were 

very popular and the committee members served 

a splendid breakfast table of fruits, yoghurts, 

croissants and delicious pastries. 

Bothe events were very well attended 

and everyone loved the new venue in the 

gymnasium. Many thanks to all of the sponsors 

and to the PTA for these special community 

celebrations.

Father’s Day 
Breakfast

Walford Life
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Themed, The Power of HER WORDS, the 
annual Literary Festival included many 
powerful performances. Special guest 
and Yankunytjatjara woman, Ali Cobby 
Eckermann, shared the moving story of how 
she wrote her way out of a place of poverty 
and hardship to become an internationally 
recognised female Indigenous poet. 

Year 11 student, Deamanthe Kassapis, wowed the crowd 

with her commanding vocal performance of ‘This Girl 

is on Fire’. The audience enjoyed dynamic slam poetry 

performances from Year 6 students, compelling  

non-verbal theatre by Year 7s communicating the 

theme of power and engaging Year 8 ‘HERWalford’ 

TED-inspired talks.

In the opening address by the Head of English, Ms 

Kerri Proctor, she elaborated on the theme of the high 

impact of words and language:

“This year, Walford’s Literary Festival focuses on how 

words can be used to make change, to stand up for 

causes bigger than our own, to protect, to protest, to 

challenge, to lend our words to those who are silenced. 

It’s your voice and you should use it.

“We want you to be encouraged by those women who 

contest bad behaviour, we encourage you to speak up 

about climate change, sustainability, we want you to 

use your voice to challenge, to say no, to make a fuss 

about issues that you believe are important. We want 

you to feel empowered.

“We want you to find a voice that encourages action. 

We also want you to listen to the voices around you, 

hear all perspectives, reflect and have the courage to be 

heard for causes you feel passionately about. Change 

can be forged through speaking up and discovering the 

true power of your words to make our world a better 

place.”

Literary Festival –  
The Power of HER WORDS
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It’s Coming  

CLIMATE CHANGE

The crisis is coming

It’s in your life.

All around you.

Flames.

Waves.

Heatwaves.

Everyday.

And so you survive.

Survive

Survive

Survive

Until you can’t anymore.

Not anymore.

So why, I ask, do you sit back

Watching our world crack.

You have the power

Yet you let the world turn sour

You laugh and you cower

But it’s coming,

The climate crisis is coming.

But it isn’t too late

Together we can set this straight.

by Evie Cantor

Government Corruption

Power, power, the Power of the people

Not the other way around!

It’s all a delusion, One big illusion

To make us feel like our

voices will never be found

Freedom of speech,

Rights for each,

Is what they preach

But the intelligent can see

and begin to perceive

how much they deceive…

Why, Why, Why

Why do we keep trying ?

When they keep denying…

Rigged elections, loads of rejections,

secret selections

Go to those of whom they show affection

But these convenient connections are full

of perfect imperfections.

Power, power,

the sad Power

of politics.

by Harriet Edwards

Deforestation

We are so selfish

What if you were the creature

Crying and shouting

But you wouldn’t even be heard

Sinking deeper and deeper beneath

the world’s features

But we are so eager

We should be givers not receivers

We should be appreciators, propagators,

initiators, conciliators…

Trees give us all we need

The air we breathe

Our food of dreams, even caffeine!

But how can we conceive, believe, agree

To remove our trees…

The equation is brazen

Invasion of the orang-utans

Malaysian haven

How can I use persuasion to make you

understand the invasion of

Deforestation

by Larasati Dudley

Gun Violence

This isn’t OK!

Bam, boom, crash,

the sound of a gun shots in America,

You think this is OK?

Are we just going to stand by and watch thousands 

being killed each year?

Sniper,

Assassin,

Butcher,

Killer,

Murderer,

Freak,

There are many names for people who use guns 

maliciously,

46% of the world’s population say they own a gun,

That’s almost half of the population,

Over 175 countries allow guns,

Why are we letting this happen,

This isn’t OK!

A 3rd of American adults say they own a gun,

We are just standing by letting this happen,

This isn’t OK!..

In Australia no guns,

There is peace.

by Lucy Stanton

The Year 6 students expressed their views in Slam Poetry which they performed:

Walford Life
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Excerpts from Year 8 ‘HERWalford’  
TED-inspired talks

Fast Fashion by Olivia Masters

“Children in the fast fashion industry work all day and 

have their childhood ruined. According to ‘The World 

Counts’, child labourers on average earn less than 

two dollars a day. Not all fast fashion brands use child 

workers, but it is common for big companies to do so. 

This is an issue that needs to be fixed. We must make a 

change and stop destroying childhoods…

Another problem with fast fashion is that it destroys 

local fashion brands and start-ups. It affects small 

businesses by stealing designs, making their products 

more affordable and building competition between 

small companies who have less power than them. 

An independent fashion designer Bailey Prado called 

out Shein for stealing 20 of her own designs: “Shein 

copied my whole life…”. The Chinese online fast fashion 

company copied her hand-crocheted bandeau tops, 

shorts, dresses, and skirts. Most of the pieces which sell 

on Bailey’s website for $95 to $300 were on Shein’s 

website for only $20 or less which is an enormous price 

difference (Tom Waite, Aug. 11 2021). Bailey put so 

much effort in making these designs as she even hand 

crochets them herself just for a big company to copy 

and get the clothes manufactured in other countries. 

This is a perfect example of why this is a big issue and 

how it destroys careers.

…Of course, after you hear this speech, you’re probably 

wondering: Well, she can’t stop us from buying these 

clothes. But I am not asking you to stop buying from 

these big brands as of course they keep up with the 

latest trends, I am just asking you to be aware of the 

situation and try to buy more garments locally to 

support start-ups and smaller businesses. Everything 

you do makes a difference. So, take action now.”

Racism by Bhagyashree Pradhan

“Racism. What exactly is it? Firstly, let’s differentiate 

ethnicity and race. Ethnicity is a social group that 

shares national or cultural tradition. Race is the major 

groupings into which humans are divided, based on 

physical characteristics. Racism is the prejudice or 

discrimination against a person or people on the basis 

of either their racial or ethnic group. And it’s happening 

under all of your noses.

Let me use my friend as an example. She’s 13 and 

lives in Unley, keep that in mind. When she was 5, she 

came to Australia from Iran as a refugee. When she 

was 6, she started to see that people avoided sitting 

next to or touching her. When she was 10, she started 

straightening her hair and hiding her accent to try to fit 

in. Now, she shaves her arms, tries to lighten her skin 

and gets called a terrorist in her school’s hallways. In 

the future, she is less likely to be considered for the 

same job as her Europe-originating counterpart, even 

if they have the same qualifications. Why? Because the 

lighter the skin of a person, the higher the social status 

assigned to them.

…So why am I telling you all of this? What am I hoping 

will come out of this speech?

Truthfully, what I want to achieve is near impossible. 

I want to see a world where a person’s skin colour 

doesn’t affect their lives. A world with no side-eyes and 

cruel “jokes.” But most of all, I want people to be aware 

and on the lookout. And you can help me with that. If 

someone makes a joke that isn’t really funny, call them 

out. If you notice someone is treating another unfairly, 

step in. And knowing what’s racist and what’s not is 

hard, but the only way we can stop this is together. 

Every race, culture and religion. We need everyone.”
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Brittany Evins
Journalist

Brittany Evins (2012) excels in all the formats of modern journalism. 
Based in the ABC Renmark office, she pitched, wrote, shot, and produced 
online, television, radio, and social media stories for the Riverland and 
Mallee community. Brittany was awarded the Best Rural Television Award 
in 2017 and last year she won the Best TV/Video News Report award at 
the SA Media Awards for her coverage of the South Australian Bushfires. 
She was invited to contribute to “Black Summer: Stories of loss, courage 
and community by ABC Reporters on the ground during the 2019-2020 
bushfires” edited by Michael Rowland. Brittany is now the Media Liaison 
Officer for the South Australian Country Fire Service.

SSoopphhiiee  BBllaacckkaallll
AAuutthhoorr  aanndd  
IIlllluussttrraattoorr

Sophie Blackall 
(1987) lives and 
works in New York 
and is an award-
winning children's’ 
book author and 
illustrator. After 
illustrating over 50 
books, she turned 
her hand to writing 
her own, and she 
won the 2019 
Randolph Caldecott 
Medal for her book 
“Hello Lighthouse”. 
Sophie is perhaps 
most well known for 
illustrating the New 
York Times best 
selling “Ivy and 
Bean” series by 
Annie Barrows.

Sophie Blackall
Author and 
Illustrator

Sophie Blackall (1987) 
lives and works in 
New York and is 
an award-winning 
children’s book author 
and illustrator. After 
illustrating over 50 
books, she turned her 
hand to writing her 
own, and she won 
the 2019 Randolph 
Caldecott Medal 
for her book “Hello 
Lighthouse”. Sophie 
is perhaps most well 
known for illustrating 
the New York Times 
best selling “Ivy and 
Bean” series by Annie 
Barrows.

Emily Taliangis
Journalist

Emily Taliangis (2009) is the Homepage Editor for 
The Advertiser. She covers a broad range of topics in 
writing and producing content to deliver online.

Hayley Pearson
Media 

Professional
Writer, presenter, and 
co-creator of Adelady 
Hayley Pearson (1999) 
has been in media 
since launching her 
radio career at the age 
of 21. Hayley has a 
degree in Journalism 
and has also written 
for Mamamia, Rundle 
Mall Unfold Magazine, 
News.com.au, and 
Show and Tell. Hayley 
also hosts segments on 
television including on 
The Project, Sunrise, 
and The Morning Show 
and she has interviewed 
some of the biggest 
stars in the world 
including Will Smith, 
Jarred Leto, and Katy 
Perry.

Susie O’Brien
Journalist

Susie O’Brien (1987) 
is a columnist and 
journalist at the 
Herald Sun. She also 
appears regularly on 
televised news panels 
such as ‘The Project’ 
and ‘Sunrise’. She 
writes on a broad 
range of family, 
social, political and 
lifestyle issues.

Honey Yeo
Freelance 

Writer and 
Filmmaker

Honey Yeo (2011) writes 
scripts and screenplays, 
novels, essays, and 
poems in both Korean 
and English, and 
is an independent 
filmmaker. She wrote 
and directed “19984”, 
a short film released 
in 2017 about a future 
where heterosexual 
relationships are 
forbidden. Her first 
solo exhibition of her 
work “Stranger than 
Paradise” opened on 
8th August 2022 in 
Seoul, South Korea. 
Honey is passionate 
about working with 
fascinating stories and 
great content.

Walford Old Scholars

Lucy Gransbury
Actor, Writer, 
and Celebrant

Lucy Gransbury (2005) 
writes fun articles for 
publications such as 
Mamamia and news.
com.au, and has had 
several of her blogs go 
viral. She also writes 
and performs her 
own comedy cabaret 
shows including “Extra 
Ordinary” which won 
the overall BankSA 
Best Cabaret Award at 
Adelaide Fringe 
in 2022. 

Anna Vlach
Journalist

Anna Vlach (1987) is the Fashion Editor and Arts & Entertainment 
Deputy Editor for News Corp Australia. She has been writing for 
News Corp for the last sixteen years. Before that Anna wrote 
for Rural Press and produced for the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC).

Zoe Morrison
Author

Rhodes Scholar Zoe Morrison (1994) began writing her first fiction novel 
in Oxford when she was supposed to be writing academic papers. “Music 
and Freedom” reflects her own journey from Oberon in NSW to Adelaide 
and on to Oxford University, and explores some of the social issues around 
exclusion and violence against women in which she has become expert. 
The story also draws on Zoe’s love of music and her exceptional talent as 
a pianist. “Music and Freedom” won the 2017 Australian Literary Society  
Gold Medal, the 2016 Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction, and was 
commended in the Victorian Premier’s Award before it was published. 
Zoe is also a regular contributor to The Monthly.

Walford women  in print
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Jane Covernton
Publisher

In 1981, Jane Covernton (1966), an ex-journalist, turned her hand to 
publishing children’s books. Her company Omnibus Books specialised 
in distinctly Australian books that would appeal to children of all ages 
and published works from authors like Mem Fox, Gillian Rubinstein, 
and Emily Rodda. Jane was made a Member of the Order of Australia 
for her services to the literary arts. Jane is the granddaughter of Dr 
Elizabeth Fletcher after whose family Fletcher house is named, and 
three of her four sisters, Jenny (1950), Helen (1953), and Mary (1959), 
also became journalists or authors.  

Simone Kain
Author and Entrepreneur

Simone Kain (Burdon, 1997) lives and works in the Limestone Coast region. 
She realised there was a lack of educational, Australian content aimed at 
children on farming and food production so in 2014 her creative agency, 
Hello Friday, released an interactive story app ‘George the Farmer’ to fill 
the gap. It was an instant success and now George the Farmer features 
not only the app, but fifteen books for children written by Simone, music, 
games, merchandise, and educational resources that are distributed 
through a website, social media and YouTube channel. Simone also visits 
schools to talk about her writing process, and George the Farmer often 
comes along too.

Georgie Brooks
Author

Georgie Brooks (1991) left a career as a solicitor to become a 
hobby farmer in the Adelaide Hills with her husband and children. 
Her first book “A Year in the Mud and the Toast and the Tears” is 
a humorous look at the less-than-ideal start to their new lives. 
Georgie is now on to her third career as a secondary teacher 
and her second book “Semi-Educated” documents her first year 
of teaching in the same humorous style.

Preeya Alexander
Doctor and Author

Preeya Alexander (Singh Maharaj, 2004) is a Melbourne based GP with 
a passion for education and preventative medicine. Preeya has regularly 
contributed to lifestyle publications like Mamamia, and The Grace Tales, 
and is often an expert commentator for television show ‘Sunrise’. Preeya 
has her own two-part television series “Doctor at the Door” as a part of 
Catalyst  on the ABC. Preeya has a young daughter and wants to help her, 
and everyone’s children develop healthy habits. To this end she has written 
“Rainbow Plate”, a  book designed to engage young children in discussion  
around ealthy eating.

Helen Seager
Journalist

Pioneering Australian journalist Helen Seager (1916) entered the male 
dominated field of journalism in 1923 and forged a successful career 
that took her through to her retirement in the 1970s.  Helen was 
well known for her serialised love story “Red Hair and All That” which 
scandalised Adelaide Society, for her interviews with people such as 
Prince Philip of Greece and Helen Keller, and for her column “Good 
Morning, Ma’am” which among other things took her to England and 
France to lodge stories about life abroad. 

Nicole Stewart
Designer, Illustrator and Author

Nicole Stewart (1988) began her career as a web designer before anyone 
knew what a web designer was. She has worked for many people and 
institutions including the British comedian Stephen Fry on multiple 
occasions, Museum Victoria, the Adelaide City Council, and the Hills 
Montessori School.  Her studio sits in bushland in the Adelaide Hills, and this 
has inspired her to use her design to engage people in the natural world. 
Nicole has written, illustrated and designed “What’s Out There:  Amazing 
plants, rocks, creatures and cultures that make Australia extraordinary” 
for kids aged 6-10.

Shirley Cameron Wilson
Art Historian

Shirley Cameron Wilson (1932) began her writing career with a biography of 
her great grand-father Thomas Wilson, the second Lord Mayor of Adelaide 
and Adelaide’s first recognised art collector. Her second book, “From Shadow 
into the Light: South Australian Women Artists since Colonisation” was a 
significant work that illustrated the social conditions of South Australia’s 
female artists in the 150 years since colonisation of the state.  At the end 
of her writing career, Shirley produced a biography on John William Billiatt 
who was the youngest member of the John McDouall Stuart expedition that 
traversed Australia from south to north.

Helen Jones
Historian

Helen Jones (Cashmore, 1941) is the author of “In Her Own Name:  Women 
in South Australian History” first published in 1986. The book was based on 
her doctoral research and has proven to be a landmark text and the revised 
edition is still in publication today. Helen was always known for her thorough 
research style based on data and primary resources, and her lyric, apolitical 
writing which led her to becoming a co-author of “Walford:  A History of 
the School, a memorial to Mabel Jewell Baker” (1968), the first history book 
written about Walford. The perception we have today of  the earliest days of 
Walford’s past has come from the words of Dr Helen Jones. She is also the 
aunt of our current Governor, the Hon. Frances Adamson AC (1976).

Necia Wilden
Food Journalist and Critic

Necia Wilden (Hall, 1975) is a freelance journalist specialising in 
food and fine dining. Her articles regularly appear in The Australian 
Financial Review, and The Australian, and she is a past editor of 
the The Age Good Food Guide. Necia travels Australia and the 
world writing about food and has recently become a consultant 
on a new global food series that will go to air shortly.

Walford is very proud of the many Old Scholars who have followed a career in print. The feature below 
includes a selection of old scholars from various decades who have become authors, illustrators, 
editors, creative writers, publishers and journalists. They are a source of inspiration to our students 
who enjoy exploring the power of language and words. 
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“There’s no place like home” said Judy Garland in the 

role of Dorothy in that most famous of classic films, 

The Wizard of Oz. Our boarders know only too well 

what it is like to crave the comfort of home. That’s why 

their determination to embrace the gift of a Walford 

education whilst learning to live away from home sets 

an inspiring example to us all.

“Well Fed” is the title of a new recipe book that features 

all of the favourite home recipes of the boarders 

who come from rural South Australia, interstate and 

overseas, so it is a tried and true collection! The 

concept was created by of our 2022/2023 boarding 

leaders:  Vice Captain, Ella Deland, and Prefects, Ariel 

Chan and Sophie Wilson, led by Walford Boarding 

House Captain, Sara Zanker. Sara thought that it was a 

way to bring all of the girls together and to be able to 

share a little bit of their home with each other and the 

Walford community.

The project has been a huge undertaking for the girls 

who have managed every aspect of the process from 

collecting recipes and testing the results, to proof 

reading, marketing their book, processing orders and 

managing the publication budget. They have learnt a 

lot of new skills in the process, as well as the expertise 

needed in graphic design and layout. The book is now 

with the printer and all are very proud of the final draft!

Knowing just how powerful sharing a meal together 

can be in strengthening the bonds of friendship in the 

Boarding House, our leaders had much fun compiling 

the much loved recipes to share with the Walford 

community and beyond. Alongside each recipe are 

pictures and stories of the places our boarders call 

home. Each recipe tells a powerful story of connection, 

joy, love, laughter and home – the critical elements our 

boarders bring to Walford, their home away from home. 

Congratulations to the boarding leaders and the 

Captains! We are all looking forward to our own 

taste test and while enjoying these recipes we will 

be reminded of the strong spirit of our boarding 

community.

Bon appétit!

Home cooking 
is the best!

Walford Life
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The date of 8 September 2022 will be 
remembered as the sombre day the news of 
the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
spread throughout the world.

Queen Elizabeth II was an accomplished woman and 

an inspirational leader and Walford staff and students 

acknowledge her life, her brand of quiet feminism, 

and her remarkable reign. In the article we reflect on 

Walford’s history with the British monarchy.

Walford was established during the reign of Queen 

Victoria, the first monarch to include federated 

Australia in their realms. Although not a significant 

figure in the day-to-day life of the school, Walford 

girls were encouraged by the Headmistress Miss Lydia 

Adamson to participate in the Guild of the Queen’s 

Garland when Queen Victoria died in 1901. The Guild 

of the Queen’s Garland was an Adelaide society formed 

by secondary girls’ schools to offer tribute to the 

memory of Queen Victoria by annually laying wreaths 

and garlands at the statue that now stands in Victoria 

Square/Tarntanyangga.

Between the years 1901 and 1952 Kings Edward VII, 

George V, Edward VIII (abdicated), and George VI 

successively took the throne. They reigned through 

several major world events including two World Wars, 

the formation of the United Nations, the Spanish 

Influenza pandemic, and the invention of powered flight 

in aeroplanes. At Walford, the school passed from Lydia 

Adamson to Ellen Benham and on to Mabel Jewell Baker.

Eleanor Adams  |  Walford Archivist

Walford remembers  
Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II

Walford Archives
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Miss Baker was a staunch royalist, and this is reflected 

in the Walford Magazine where portraits of the Kings 

appear and mentions of their reigns, coronations, and 

war campaigns contained the editorial content. When 

Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of York 

(later King George VI and Queen Elizabeth The Queen 

Mother) visited Adelaide in 1927, the whole school but 

the youngest year levels, was taken to see them at the 

Unley Town Hall. The report on the visit ends “there 

is something mentally exhilarating in the proximity 

of Royalty, and none of us will forget that thrill of 

excitement on seeing the Royal visitors.” The school 

was also given time off in 1934 for the visit of His Royal 

Highness The Duke of Gloucester (Prince Henry who 

later became the Governor-General of Australia). In 

1937, to mark the coronation of King George VI, an 

avenue of trees was planted in the school grounds by 

the Senior Mistress, the Vice-Captain and Captain of 

the School, and the Preparatory Captains. Miss Baker 

planted the last and most special tree, a young oak that 

had been sent to her from the forest at Windsor, UK.

When King Edward VIII abdicated in 1936, it redirected 

the royal line to his brother Albert (King George VI) and 

then to Albert’s eldest daughter, Elizabeth. From the age 

of ten, Elizabeth began preparing for her life of public 

service, and in 1952 following the untimely death of 

her father, she ascended the throne aged 25 years. Her 

coronation was held the following year. The Walford 

Magazine spoke of the ‘new Elizabethan era’ and taking 

delight in learning, living with adventurous spirit, and 

striving harder with the young Queen as an example.

To celebrate the coronation, the School Captain 

planted a tree, and a service was held in the Assembly 

Hall during which each student was presented with a 

New Testament and prayer card from the Government 

of South Australia, as a memento of the coronation. 

At the same assembly, Miss Baker was presented with 

her Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, which was 

awarded as a personal souvenir from the Queen to a 

variety of people throughout her realms. The medals 

presented in Australia were awarded at the discretion 

of the Australian Government who determined the 

deserving recipients, and Miss Baker was awarded for 

her services to Education. Another member of staff, 

Walford Archives

This was the first time a reigning 

British Monarch had visited Australia, 

and there was a sense of festival 

across the whole country. 

Walford students in 1953 celebrated the 
coronation with a play about Queen Elizabeth!
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Miss Wollaston, was awarded a Queen Elizabeth II 

Coronation Medal for her services to Girl Guides.

The highlight of the School’s coronation celebrations 

was the Coronation Pageant put on by the students 

under the guidance of Mrs Crase, the history teacher, 

and with the wholehearted support of Miss Baker. The 

participants researched the coronation ceremony, the 

significance of the regalia, and compared the times 

of the first Queen Elizabeth (16th century) to those of 

the second. Using a script written by Mrs Crase, Helen 

Forbes-Robertson as Queen Elizabeth I, and Elizabeth 

Cranwell as Queen Elizabeth II guided the audience 

through various songs, dance and plays of their 

respective eras performed by students and old scholars. 

The show ended with everyone singing “God Save the 

Queen”. The pageant had three performances in the 

Assembly Hall which had been decorated with flowers, 

a crown, flags, and portraits of the Royal Family. The 

review said the pageant ‘revealed a wealth of talent and 

was acclaimed by all as an outstanding success.”

The students were also taken to a Coronation Concert 

in Centennial Hall, and also to see the technicolour 

documentary “A Queen is Crowned” narrated by Sir 

Laurence Olivier which was their only chance to see 

the coronation in all its glory given the event pre-dated 

television in Australia by some years.

The following year, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and 

her husband His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh 

(Prince Philip) toured Australia, including a visit to 

Adelaide and South Australia. This was the first time 

a reigning British monarch had visited Australia, and 

there was a sense of festival across the whole country. 

The School Captains and the Captain of the Boarding 

House were honoured to attend the service in St Peter’s 

Cathedral at which Her Majesty was present. The whole 

school was taken to see the Royal couple as they were 

driven through the streets of Adelaide in Royal Progress. 

Walford was allotted a space on Gouger Street and 

everyone cheered and waved their flags energetically 

with the rest of the crowd.

Additionally, sixty-eight Walford students under 

the tutelage of the Physical Education teachers, 

Miss Fenner and Miss Wollaston, participated in the 

Welcome event staged at Wayville Showgrounds. The 

Welcome was a demonstration involving 7000 school 

children in a band and dance performance, with an 

additional 96,000 school children lining the approach 

and surrounding the oval to welcome the Royal couple. 

After six months of training and preparation, the girls 

performed in the ‘Invitation to Modern Dance’ segment. 

They wore pink and blue frocks and demonstrated the 

‘modern approach to physical education’ and were 

honoured to perform before Her Majesty.

To provide a lasting memory of the Royal visit, Gillian 

Goldring gifted a portrait of the Queen to the school, 

and Miss Wait gave a framed enlarged photograph of 

the two Queen Elizabeths from the Coronation Pageant 

the previous year. After such a hectic start to the school 

year, and an eighteen-month program of showing 

great respect for the Queen and the Royal family, the 

School Notes record that after the visit was over and 

the excitement had died down, the school was able to 

settle into a normal school routine.

Miss Baker retired at the end of 1955 and sold the 

school to the Church of England. Her exceptional 

contribution to education across her thirty-eight years 

at Walford was acknowledged with the award of an 

Order of the British Empire by Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II in the New Year Honours 1956.

During the remainder of Queen Elizabeth II’s reign, the 

school has seen the Church of England change into the 

Anglican Church and has been captained by a further 

five remarkable women. Although the sentiment around 

the Royal family has been in flux, Walford has still on 

occasion sent small groups of students to see Royal 

family members who visit South Australia.

The reign of Queen Elizabeth has seen the world 

change rapidly and irreversibly, and we have seen life at 

Walford change too. Queen Elizabeth II is the longest 

reigning British monarch to date, and her legacy will be 

long remembered.
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In this edition of Jewell I am pleased to be able to share 

my research into the life and achievements of Walford 

Old Scholar, Barbara Potts (Kidman 1944), who was 

a trailblazing woman in science; forging a career in 

Physics and then Computer Science in an era when 

men dominated these subjects. She was well known as 

Dr Barbara Kidman throughout her career.

Barbara arrived at Walford House in 1944 having 

previously received her education by correspondence 

and at schools on the Eyre Peninsula. She graduated 

that same year as the Dux of the School. The Walford 

Archives has recently received a donation from Linda 

Tame, Barbara’s daughter, of Barbara’s final report card 

and book prize. Barbara’s report card shows her taking 

a heavy load of subjects including Physics (at The 

School of Mines), Botany, Mathematics I and II, English, 

German, and Music and achieving ‘pleasing results’.

Barbara won a University Scholarship and enrolled at 

the University of Adelaide where in 1949 she became 

the first woman there to graduate with an Honours 

Physics (First Class) degree. In 1956 she was one of the 

joint first women to receive their PhD in Physics from 

the University of Adelaide.

During her studies, Barbara met Rhodes Scholar and 

renowned Mathematician Renfrey Potts. They became 

engaged before Renfrey left to take up his scholarship 

position at Oxford University. The rules of the Rhodes 

Scholarship at the time prevented scholars from 

marrying for the duration of their program, so knowing 

their marriage would be delayed and knowing Oxford 

University was supportive of women in academia, 

Barbara paused her study and left Adelaide to take up a 

research position under the leadership of Dame Janet 

Vaughan at Oxford University studying the metabolism 

of radioactive strontium in mammals. This was very 

soon after the development of the atomic bomb when 

very little was known about the effects of radiation on 

living things.

Barbara caused quite a stir one day in the British and 

Australian newspapers while she at Oxford. While 

studying one day, Barbara discovered that her mouth 

was emitting very high radioactive signals. Convinced 

she had accidentally swallowed some of the radioactive 

material on which she was conducting her research, 

Barbara rushed to Harwell Atomic Research Station 

where it was discovered that the signals were coming 

from two gold fillings in her back teeth. The fillings 

were removed, and Barbara was no longer radioactive. 

It became apparent that the fillings had been made 

from gold likely to have been previously used for 

radium needle casings before it was melted down and 

reused. Barbara gained the moniker ‘the girl with the 

atom teeth’ and all gold recycled for dental work began 

being screened for radioactive signals.

Barbara and Renfrey married in Oxford in 1950 and both 

continued their research at the University. Barbara was 

undertaking work towards a Doctor of Philosophy when 

Renfrey won a job back at the University of Adelaide 

as a lecturer in Applied Mathematics. Lectureships 

were hard to come by, so Barbara quit her studies at 

Oxford and returned to Adelaide with Renfrey. Almost 

immediately upon their return, Barbara was awarded 

a research grant in the Physics Department at the 

University of Adelaide and returned to her studies, this 

time with a focus on the field of electron microscopy of 

tissues. Barbara was awarded her PhD for this research.

Not long after receiving her PhD, Barbara and Renfrey 

were expecting their first child. Barbara once again 

paused her academic career to care for the family. Over 

the next few years, the Potts family followed Renfrey 

to various postings around the world including Canada 

and several in America but somehow always returning 

to Adelaide in between, even though they had never 

intended to settle in Adelaide.

During one of their stints in Adelaide when their 

children were still young, Barbara returned to the 

University of Adelaide Physics Department as a part-

time demonstrator working with the undergraduate 

students. In the mid-1960s, as her children became 

of school age, Barbara was looking for work which 

didn’t require laboratory time and which she could 

do at home around school hours. The University of 

Adelaide had just introduced a postgraduate diploma 

in computing which caught Barbara’s eye, and on 

applying to the Professor for admittance, she was 

Eleanor Adams  |  Walford Archivist

Old Scholar Trailblazer
Dr Barbara Kidman

Walford Old Scholars
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told based on her background she didn’t need to 

do the diploma, she could have a job as a computer 

programmer straight away. Barbara accepted, 

undertook a ‘short crash course in programming’ using 

fortran language, and then she was employed by the 

University as a Computer Programmer.

In the late 1960s Renfrey was on sabbatical at the 

University of California, Berkeley and Barbara had 

accompanied him. Berkeley was, and still is, considered 

the top ranked university for Computer Science in 

America and they had the same computer that Barbara 

was programming for at the University of Adelaide. 

Barbara joined the Berkeley Computer Centre and 

learned about how they were programming and 

operating their computer. When Barbara and Renfrey 

returned to Adelaide in 1970, Barbara applied for and 

won a lectureship position at the University of Adelaide 

in Computer Science, the first woman to hold that 

position. She designed courses for and lectured to all 

levels throughout the University for the next twenty 

years. When she retired in 1987, Barbara and Renfrey 

wrote the book “Paper Tape and Punched Cards: The 

Early History of Computing and Computer Science 

at the University of Adelaide”. In her retirement, 

Barbara also began as a founding member of the 

University of Adelaide Archives Volunteer Group, where 

she remained until well into her 90s. She was also 

responsible for establishing the Science Chapter of the 

University of Adelaide Alumni Association.

Despite what Barbara achieved in her career, 

throughout their lives, Renfrey and Barbara both 

acknowledged that she essentially gave up her career 

for him and their family. From this, Barbara’s legacy is 

remembered at the University with the ‘Barbara Kidman 

Women’s Fellowship Scheme’ which offers women 

academics opportunities to enhance, promote, or re-

invigorate their career or research momentum after a 

career disruption resulting from caring responsibilities.

Barbara’s grandson Jack Tame has a podcast “Saturday 

Morning with Jack Tame”. He had a conversation with 

her in 2021 about a year before she passed away. 

Barbara was still sharp as a tack and he reflected “over 

lunch this week, Granny told me how she taught herself 

to program punch card computers when a single 

machine still took up an entire room. I explained to 

her the mechanics of modern VPNs, IP addresses, and 

cloud systems. We talked about various applications for 

5G. Granny kept up, no sweat.”

Barbara is one of the remarkable Walford Women who 

blazed the way for Walford graduates today to be able 

to enjoy any of the careers they choose in STEM related 

fields. We thank her for lighting the way!

Photo courtesy of the Adelaide University Archives.
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New starts. 
Fond farewells

Walford Old Scholars

Births
Madeleine Eaton (’11) a daughter, Amelia on  

2 May 2022

Ellie Walker (Brown ’08) a daughter, Harriet (Hattie) 

Rose on 27 October 2022

Georgie West (Staff member) a son, James Archibald 

Barr-West on 21 November 2021

Rachel Politis (Crawford ‘05) a son, Louis Emanuel on  

6 September 2022 

Weddings
Isabella Hood (’11) married Oliver Barr on 9 July 2022 

at the Museum and Art Gallery of Northern Territory, 

Darwin. The happy couple honeymooned on Hamilton 

Island.

Sarah Stokes (’06) married James Parkyn on June 

4 2022 at St Oswald’s Anglican Church, Parkside. 

Reception was Lunch at Sean’s Kitchen followed by 

cake, first dance and drinks at La Buvette and ‘final’ 

drinks at Udaberri. The wedding party included Katrina 

Stokes (’04) and Delia Obst (’06).

Katrina Stokes (‘04) married Jordan Lund on 30 

April 2022 at St Oswald’s Anglican Church, Parkside, 

followed by a dinner reception at 2KW. The wedding 

party included old scholars Sarah Stokes (‘06) and 

Olivia Barry (Hoffmann ‘04).

Jaymi Higgins (Staff member) married Luke Minton on 

8 October 2022 at Al Ru Farm, One Tree Hill.

Coco Bodroghy (Staff member) married Harry Bexis on 

15 October 2022 at Glen Ewin Estate.

Amelia Eaton

Harriet Walker

James Archibald Barr-West
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Farewells
Judith Kriewaldt (Draper’46) on 12 March 2022

Helen Sandow OAM (Middleton ’39) on 19 July 2022

Carolynne Simpson (Pugh ’76) on 27 May 2022

Mary Skinner (Bone ’39) on 25 July 2022

Margaret Beare (Carthew ’40) on 2 April 2022

Judith Kelly (Coonan ’62) on 18 June 2022

Vanessa Porritt (Staff member 2003 - 2006) on 11 

September 2022

Irma Wright (Sanders’36) January 2022

Obituary
Helen Sandow OAM (Middleton ’39)

Helen was awarded an OAM in 2020 for Services to 

the Communities of Peterborough and Nuriootpa. 

Helen lived at Peterborough on a property out of the 

town before moving to Nuriootpa in 2005. She was 

involved in school welfare, Meals on Wheels, Probus, 

and the RSL. Helen was the first female councillor of 

the Peterborough District Council, having filled the 

position left by her late husband, Bill. Helen was also 

involved with Red Cross and the Tourist Train Centre. 

Her favourite past time was golf, which she started 

playing at around twelve years of age. Helen played 

her last game in May 2020.

Jaymi Higgins and Luke Minton

Katrina Stokes and Jordan Lund

Isabella Hood and Oliver Barr

Coco Bodroghy and Harry Bexis

Sarah Stokes and James Parkyn
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Walford Old Scholars’ 
Association

Walford Old Scholars

As the President, I am delighted to be able to 
share news from the Walford Old Scholars’ 
Association. The Committee has enjoyed 
participating in many events with our Old 
Scholar friends during Old Scholars’ Week, 
at the decade reunions and putting on our 
blue suede shoes at the Elvis Movie Night. It is 
always a great pleasure for me to meet other 
past students and to plan events to enable us 
all to connect with each other and the School.

It was on for young and old at our third annual 

Christmas Pudding Workshop, held at the Parks 

Pavilion on the last Sunday of October. Ably hosted by 

the talented Annabel Bower (Hartnett ’98), a boisterous 

group of Old Scholars, present students, parents, staff 

and friends of Walford came together for another 

fabulous morning, taking home with them a delicious 

pudding to share with family on the big day. Our thanks 

to Annabel for providing such expert guidance to the 

enthusiastic participants and for sharing her special 

family recipe. Thank you also to Amelia Burge (’01) for 

donating her superb sparkling wine which was much 

appreciated by all.

Committee member, Sarah Jay (’98) took on the 

responsibility of convening the event with the support 

of the rest of our wonderful Old Scholars’ Committee 

to plan every aspect of the workshop, lunch and raffle. 

It was entirely worth it! Raffle proceeds contributed 

to Annabel Bower’s foundation, Miles Apart, and the 

funding of the annual Old Scholars’ Honour Award.

The Pavilion was a superb venue for the morning class 

and the delicious light luncheon which followed. The 

enthusiastic bakers will be receiving much praise at their 

Christmas celebrations, if they can wait that long!

The annual Old Scholars’ Golf Tournament was held 

in November at Royal Adelaide Golf Club. Walford was 

again strongly represented and presented the Ann 

Saunders trophy for the best score on the day. The 

trophy was sponsored by the Old Scholars in memory 

of Ann who not only loved the game of golf but also 

organised the tournament for many years.

A big thank you to convenors Simone Perks (‘86) and Ali 

White (‘69) who organised a successful golfing event, 

once again.

Since I last wrote, we have welcomed two wonderful 

new members to our Committee: Lisa Campbell (’01) 

and Julia Sutherland (’02) who are refreshing our team’s 

approach to engaging with our membership. If you 

would like to join the Committee I would love to hear 

from you.

A new initiative has been the recently launched 

Walford Old Scholars’ Association (WOSA) social media 

platforms. Please like us and follow WOSA to keep you 

connected, and informed about events, reunions and 

Old Scholars’ news, whether you live locally, interstate 

or overseas.

We are also excited to share that the WOSA Pillars 

Mentorship Program is progressing well and is in the 

final planning phase. This is another initiative that will 

include an online resource to connect members from 

around the world within areas of industry and expertise. 

Imagine a Year 10 seeking extension in a particular field 

being able to work with her teacher to tap into our 

network to find a work experience placement with an 

Old Scholar working in a particular industry. Or an Old 

Scholar school leaver or university graduate looking 

for industry mentorship, no matter where they live 

in the world. We aim to capture the professions, but 

also creatives, allied health, business, agriculture, wine 

industry, Law and many other career paths. Networking 

events will be held for current students and Old 

Scholars within these pillars. I look forward to sharing 

more details.

Please keep in touch – we love hearing your news 

and would also welcome any offers of assistance to 

Elizabeth Porter  |  President, Walford Old Scholars’ Association
M: 0400 095 072   |  E: peachporter@hotmail.com
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participate in our Pillars Mentorship Program. Or if 

you are keen to play in a WOSA WAFL team next year, 

please also contact me directly or you are welcome to 

contact the School.

The reunion program is always a highlight and again 

our Old Scholars from 1972 (Fifty Years) to 2017 (Five 

Years) enjoyed celebrating their special milestone 

anniversaries. (See pages 39 and 40 for reunion photos). 

This term the reunion groups have been able to 

gather in the new Heart of Walford which is a beautiful 

meeting space. We are very proud that the Association 

has been able to support the new development as a 

major donor, for all the community to enjoy.

On behalf of the Committee I send my best wishes to 

all Old Scholars for Christmas and the festive season.

Walford Old Scholars and  
friends are invited to celebrate

the
save
 date
Friday 3 March

International Women’s Day
at an after-work event to be  

held in the new Heart of Walford.

Old Scholars enjoy the Christmas Pudding Class expertly conducted by Annabel Bower.
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Walford Old Scholars

Old Scholar 
Reunions

50 years

40 years

30 years

1972

1982

1992

Old Scholars are welcomed back to Walford 
every year as part of the reunion program. 

It is an opportunity for past students to renew friendships 

and catch up with news on careers, families and lives 

since their schooldays. This year we were pleased to 

welcome the Old Scholars from the Year 2000, as their 

reunion had been cancelled twice in two consecutive 

years due to changing Covid restrictions. This year we 

made it! The Heart of Walford was an excellent venue for 

the Thirty and Twenty-Two Reunions to gather before 

they commenced the tour of Walford’s new facilities.
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1997

2000

25 years

22 years

2012 2017
10 years 5 years
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Walford Old Scholars

Old Scholar Reunions

Walford is very proud of the students who are First, 

Second, Third and Fourth Generation Walford students. 

What a privilege it is for the students to have the 

experience of following in the Walford  footsteps of their 

Mothers, Grandmothers and Great-Grandmothers. 

Virtute et Veritate

Students of 
Old Scholars 
2022
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The Old Scholars’ Combined Golf Tournament 

was a very successful day with the Walford 

teams expertly organised by convenors 

Simone Perks and Ali White. Golfers Mandy 

Ayres and Kim Buggins were welcomed 

as new players this year to the regular Old 

Scholar teams.

The Tournament Results were exciting:

• Overall winner out of the five schools that 

participated, taking out the Ingrid Essau 

Trophy for best Stableford score by a 

school was Walford for the second year 

in a row (34 Stableford points). Well done 

to the Walford players!

• The winner of the Ann Saunders Trophy 

(best individual Stableford score) on 34 

points was Mandy Ayres. The trophy is 

presented in memory of Ann who was an 

avid Old Scholar golfer and had been the 

convenor of the Tournament for many 

years. The Old Scholars’ Association is the 

sponsor of the perpetual trophy.

• Runner up (on a countback), also on 34 

Stableford points was Ali White.

• Team prize (on 33 Stableford points) went 

to Ali White, Mandy Ayres, Sue Humphrey 

and Kim Buggins.

Prizes were presented to all of the winning 

teams and individual players.

Old 
Scholars’ 
tee off!
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